The focus of this research is in the area of the relationship between linguistics and the Victorian literature. Such a study is important in order to demonstrate how the masterpieces of Victorian literature possess the potential to be studied according to the principles of linguistics and how the motives behind many characters' activities can be determined by recourse to linguistics. The findings from this research provide evidence that all human activities follow the same rules which all the human languages are based on and according to which they all function due to their common root in the human mind. The main conclusion drawn from this study is that linguistic principles can constitute a great methodology for determining the real motives behind many activities done by the humans. This paper recommends that linguistic principles can be an excellent methodology by means of which the researchers can study the literary works of other eras in the English literature.
INTRODUCTION
The courtship seems to follow a strict and regular rule in Jane Austen's novels. One of her novels in which this rule is most tangible is Pride and Prejudice. At the beginning of Pride and Prejudice, Jane Austen proclaims courtship as the main theme of her novel with her famous verbal irony, "it is a truth universally acknowledged, that a single man in possession of a good fortune must be in want of a wife" (Austen, 1853) . The endeavours undertaken by the different male and female characters for a successful marriage follow regular rules based on their gender. This is what makes this novel a suitable case for this study. Accordingly, the present study aims to find out if the rule-bound courtship represented in the aforementioned novel can be studied according to a rulebound system such as linguistics. To facilitate the process of achieving this aim, the overall research aim is divided into two main goals. On one hand, this study intends to find out whether the male and female patterns of behaviour in courtship can be studied according to identical linguistic rules or not. On the other hand, this study intends to find out why two different phenomena such as courtship and linguistics follow similar rules. 
DISCUSSION
Before addressing the main subject of this paper, a preliminary introduction into two important linguistic concepts is a sine qua non for a better understanding of the present discussion. Roman Jakobson developed a widely used distinction between the rules governing paradigmatic relations and syntagmatic relations (Abrams & Harpham, 2014) . Each item in language is in a paradigmatic relationship with the other items which have the potential to be substituted for it like the relationship between the two words cat and dog (McArthur, 1992) . On the contrary, syntagmatic relations are not concerned with concepts but result in the real co-occurrence of terms in a specific setting (Peters & Weller, 2008) . Based on the above-mentioned definition for paradigmatic relationship, the items are in a vertical relationship with each other. Therefore, these items can be replaced by other items without any damage to the overall structure and meaning of a sentence. On the contrary, the above-mentioned definition for syntagmatic relations makes clear that the terms in a specific setting are in a horizontal relationship with each other. Therefore, the rules concerning the co-occurrence of terms in a specific setting cannot be changed. Some researchers ISSN: 2203-4714 www.alls.aiac.org.au have argued that the paradigmatic and syntagmatic relations are not limited to language and that these two types of relations can be applied to other domains which have nothing to do with language. A social institution such courtship can be considered one of these domains. Prior to addressing the paradigmatic and syntagmatic relations of courtship in Pride and Prejudice, I intend to explain how paradigmatic and syntagmatic relations function in courtship. Human evolutionary psychological studies indicate that for mate choice men rate female pulchritude higher than women rate masculine appearance (Grammer et al., 2003) . Similarly, men's social status is a significant consideration in women's selections of and predilections for connubial mates (Geary et al., 2004) . Accordingly, women's pulchritude and men's social status are syntagmatic relations of courtship, i.e., they are fixed and unchangeable conditions for marriage. On the contrary, the men and women engaged in courtship are in a paradigmatic relation, i.e., they can be replaced by other men and women who own better syntagmatic conditions for courtship.
Advances in Language and Literary Studies
Subsequent to single and rich Bingley's arrival at his new mansion called Netherfield Park, the news spreads throughout neighbourhood. Mrs. Bennet tells Mr. Bennet since Mr. Bingley is wealthy and single, he can make a brilliant spouse for one of their five daughters. Mrs. Bennet's words demonstrate that wealth is a necessary condition which a man must have to espouse one of their daughters. Therefore, Mr. Bingley's wealth functions as the syntagmatic condition of courtship and it can lead to the co-occurrence of Mr. Bingley and one of the five Bennet sisters under one roof with its horizontal nature. Mr. Bennet is one of the first men who pays Mr. Bingley a visit. All the women in Mr. Bennet's house become excited after hearing about Mr. Bennet's visit to Mr. Bingley. Accordingly, the paradigmatic rule of courtship, by virtue of its vertical nature, puts Mr. Bingley in a potential suitor's position. Lady Lucas' words about Mr. Bingley's young age, good looks, agreeableness, and his presence at the next assembly makes the Bennet ladies seize the next assembly as an opportunity to obtain Mr. Bingley's heart. Accordingly, Mr. Bingley's wealth continues to bring Mr. Bingley and one of the five Bennet sisters together like the appropriate words in a sentence, thereby implying that the syntagmatic relations are fixed and unchangeable. During returning Mr. Bennet's visit, Mr. Bingley hopes to see the girls of whose pulchritude he has heard much. Mr. Bingley's misplaced hope demonstrates that pulchritude is a necessary condition which a girl must have to espouse him. Therefore, the Bennet girls' pulchritude functions as the syntagmatic condition of courtship and it can lead to the co-occurrence of Mr. Bingley and one of the five Bennet sisters under one roof with its horizontal nature. During the assembly, Jane Austen confirms Lady Lucas' words by delineating Mr. Bingley's good looks and easy going manners. Jane Austen also describes Mr. Bingley's friend Mr. Darcy as richer and handsomer than Mr. Bingley. Thus, she, by virtue of the vertical nature of the paradigmatic rule of courtship, puts Mr. Darcy in a potential suitor's position as well. Mr. Darcy's manners turn "the tide of his popularity". This demonstrates the vertical nature of the paradigmatic rule of courtship which can remove someone from a potential suitor's position. Elizabeth Bennet overhears Mr. Darcy's sentence addressed to Mr. Bingley regarding her older sister, Jane, "You are dancing with the only handsome girl in the room". Mr. Bingley replies, "Oh, she is the most beautiful creature I ever beheld". Accordingly, Jane Bennet's immense pulchritude, by virtue of the vertical nature of the paradigmatic rule of courtship, puts Jane in a potential wife's position. After Mr. Bingley tries to make Mr. Darcy dance with Elizabeth, Mr. Darcy says, "She is tolerable, but not handsome enough to tempt me". Since her sister outstrips her in beauty, Elizabeth, according to the syntagmatic rule of courtship, cannot supersede her sister. Amidst the conversation between Elizabeth and Jane, Jane reveals her infatuation with Mr. Bingley. Therefore, Mr. Bingley's wealth and Jane's pulchritude, by virtue of the syntagmatic rule of courtship, have managed to bring them both together under one roof. This is also evident in Charlotte Lucas' words that she overheard Mr. Bingley's admiration for Jane's pulchritude. In the following, we see that Mr. Darcy begins to admire Elizabeth's pulchritude. Therefore, Elizabeth Bennet's pulchritude functions as the syntagmatic rule of courtship and it can lead to the co-occurrence of Mr. Darcy and Elizabeth Bennet under one roof with its horizontal nature, thereby putting her in a potential wife's position by virtue of the vertical nature of the paradigmatic rule of courtship. This potential wife's position to Elizabeth Bennet's advantage continues during Elizabeth's visit to the ill Jane at Netherfield, especially in Mr. Darcy's "admiration of the brilliancy which exercise had given to her complexion". Remembering Mr. Darcy's initial criticism of her appearance, Elizabeth doesn't consider Mr. Darcy 
CONCLUSION
The analysis done in this paper demonstrates that the rulebound courtship represented in Pride and Prejudice can be studied according to a rule-bound system such as linguistics. It also reveals that male and female patterns of behaviour in courtship represented in this novel can be studied according to identical linguistic rules. This is due to the fact that the male and female characters show these patterns of behaviour to achieve specific goals determined by their gender, i.e., pulchritude and wealth. Finally, it can be said since language and courtship both originate in the human mind, they follow similar rules. Therefore, they can be studied according to similar principles. This rule applies to other human activities such as working. Whereas making money is the syntagmatic rule of working, i.e., stable and fixed, the kind of job to earn money is the paradigmatic rule of working, i.e., unstable and subject to change.
